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Acqusition Gives PR Firm Stronger Footing in Fintech

FINANCE: KCD Sees
Growing Client Base as
Disrupiors Tareel Market
W By SARAH DE CRESCENZO

A Titte Taly-based pabliv relations
firm has acquired o lintech-Tocused PR
commpany as parl ol s shill wsard worlk-
img with mere lech slarlups

Kevin Dhnino founded KO Poblic
Kelations Inc. in San Dicao i 20049 His
GKI’HCJ'II'GH["C Was 11 corparate comImunica-
tions for finanelal serviess companics, -
cluding stmix with brokerage [irms LPL
Fimancial and TTr Ameriteade, s omosl
ol his clients were radiional linancial
services firma such as wealth managers

Chvar Lhe last weur, however, KOTY
has roughly doubled in size through
the cxpansion of its clhent base from
rradirional finaneial servicss to technol-
ogy companics toeusing on finance and
cybeorecourity, a natural complement to
rrarey-Telated lech lirma he said,

A part of that prowth, KCL an-
novneod this month 1t had acquived
1hilippa Ushios tinm Wall & Broadway, a
copmparyshe started 1n early 2016 ta advise
fmiech lrms alier leaving FTT Consuliing,
where she worked formaore than o decade.

The terms weren't disclosad, bol she
Jomed KCT n Augostand brought along
[mar clients, bumping il portfohio W 15
cliznits in tatal, About 25 percent ars
San Dcgo companics; KOy has clients
marionwide,

Fertile Fintech Region

AL the Tnoment, Sun Thispes is home w
a handlul of intesh startups, bul Thnine
and Ulshio said they eapect the region wo
continue birthing those kinds of compa-
s, mirrorine warldwids interest by estab-
lished financial companics o tech startups
intent on disrupting wad tional banking,

Global ivvestment in fintech tripled in
M4, reaching 5122 bilhon, according
Lo an Trnst & Youmng report aboul how
banks are responding L the mcreasing
digitalization of the mdustry

“The vurve is comtinaing upwand led
by groswing markel conlidence in the
ability of diartal startups to disrupt the
panking marker,” the report satd,

Especially as the mumber of tech stact-
ups it works with lnereases, the ageney
dlesn't shy away fram paking heles in
s chents” commumications plans or even
Lheir business models, Thnimoe wad.

Yo dom'Lwanl Lo spend Lhe nesl vear
workimg on xomething that won's work
out” Llshio sad, “Often, startups can’t
atford itor dan't prioricize it and som-
meations 1sn't ight for every startup,
i erms of hiringan outside ageney. But
if wou are atan inflection pointwhers van
need Munding or youre thinking ahout
aroneing pour business iy a really pood
iden Lo al leasl have simeone come in
and Lalk bo you”™

‘Blended Rate’

KO is a small firme: 10 employees
work alils San Thego headyg uarters and
another wortks in Wew Yok

Trirvime saaied the e wses Uhal L ity ad-
wantaee, by, for axanip ks, allewlng clisnts e
payan hoocks* blended " rate of 4250 racher
than a rate kased on the expariones lovel
of the crnplovess werking on the praject

This is a draw for budgct-conscious
slariupes, which also ke thal they can buy
chunks ol time through KOTPs “miodu-
lar™ upproach rather than being loreed w
pick Irom package deals, he said,

KCD PUBLIC
RELATIONS INC.

Headeuarters: Litle [aly

Founded: 2005

President: Kovin Dinire

Rewvenue: $1.35 million estimated in 2016
Mo. of local employees: 10
Desedption: Public rslaticne and marl
firm that specializes in working with fing
SEMWIGES GO PEniss.

Startups’ business ofton comes with a
tiht tmeline, The elicnt said they would
work with BICI for six months, acwhich
timne AL waenld be oul of business i il
seareh for funding had lailed.

Drinimo said Ushio experience with
mlech wompunies wis o cenilral Taclor
in KOs acaquisition of her firimn

Both have commeclions with inveslors
anid, when appropriace, Tlshio saud KOT
e il relationships 1o Tink their clienis
wilh angels or venlore capilalists whi
might he intenesied in hacking thase
COHIIPOICE

Ults nat 4 cobe enmponcnt of what
we o, bor 1% definircly something that
adds value,” she sald. ~You can't be o
ane-trick pony.”

Clear Communications

The lrm makes sure ils chienls ane pre-
pared for those discussions, i smid.

The lntech compunies thal end up
stessssfully disrnpting traditional finan-
cial scrviees will be those that can clearly
cxplain to lovestors and Sustomers Tow
thelr money 15 belng handled, KO said,

For amwone in (inancial services rosy
iz paramount, Ushio said, Whether at
a traditional bank or a toch company,
cstablisbung repular communications is
especially Important o the cass of an
cmergency, KCLY sad.

Tn o weorld where datz breaches are be-
SN B oreEular odeurrene rather Lhan
an oulher, comparies thal handle people
'I'IT(JTIEI\J ELTE um der pTE!-'é-s LT L0y e s e il. }\-L'al_\'!u'
stfe— amd L respond approprialely when
sormet g gecs wirong,

=1 boen partof several faicly high- proe
fil=erises overthe last 10vearsand it litcral-
Ly ma ks the difference between a successtol
ancl a Fled compary,™ Ushico sad.

Thios services unid others will earn 1he
warmpary aheal S35 million Uhis year, 3
pereent more than the 31014 million i
earmed in 2015, o sid.




